Art Activities with Refugee and IDP
Children in Arbat Refugee Camp in
Sulaimaniyah in Iraq

We began working on our project on the 17th of July, 2018 in coordination with the Kurdish NGO
Civil Development Organization (CDO) in Ashti Camp in which there are IDPs from the Yezidi
group and Arabs from Salahaddin and Mosul. The aim of the project has been to encourage
the coexistence between these two groups. In the past, there have been numerous conflicts
between them due to religious, ethnic and cultural differences. These conflicts led to the
division of the camp into two different sections in which the two groups are residing, affecting
the children’s daily interactions and began to affect the children’s behaviour towards each
other.
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Therefore, with our
project, we aimed to
reduce these problems
and build awareness
and communication
between the groups.
In the beginning we
faced a lot of problems
because it was not
easy to bring them
together in the project
room where we first
began to introduce
the workshop which
explained the project;
but thanks to the
help of four CDO staff
members, we were
able to build better
relations between the
forty-five children who
participated, of which
there were fifteen
Yezidis and twentysix Arabs. Below we
explain the program
of our workshop, the
duration of which was
three weeks, in addition
to an extra week of
finalizing the project.
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We decided to divide the
children into three groups.
Each week we worked with a
group, comprising of varying
numbers of children.
In the first week, we worked
with sixteen children, a mix
between the two different
ethnic groups.
The first day, the 15th of July,
was for introduction.
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The following day, we gave each of the children a personal form to fill out which collected
general background information about their age, education, hobbies, etc.

We also began our
first activity, where we
introduced the children
to the basics of painting
before they painted
their first pictures.
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On the third day, they began mixing colours.
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After the first group finished their painted canvases, we distributed certificates to thank them
for their participation in the workshop.
This same procedure was repeated for the following weeks with the remaining groups: group
two consisting of thirteen members and group three consisting of sixteen. The three groups
of children painted on two large canvases, which were six meters long each. In the fourth and
last week, we cut the canvases into individual paintings.

The fourth day consisted
of demonstrating how to
paint on a canvas before the
children each completed one
of their own.
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Special thanks to The British Institute for the
Study of Iraq (BISI) for funding this project
Then, we framed a selected group of paintings which were distributed amongst a number
of local and international institutions to raise awareness and help raise funding for future
projects.
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