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1. Subject and Aims:
The Scholarship was granted by the BISI on the 28 February 2017 and was
taken up in the period 15 November 2017 - 15 December 2017. Under the
Title:
Collection of Archival Material available in the UK for the Documentation and
Preservation of Prestigious and Infrastructure Buildings built during British Colonial
Rule

Two main aims of the project are:
- Initiating a local digital archive of the modern movement architecture
in Iraq, starting with early modernity of the 20th century. This archive
would provide indispensable material for writing comprehensive
historiography of any of these buildings, and make it available to Iraqi
researchers as well as interested individuals. A main beneficiary would
be the DOCOMOMO-Iraq organization1.
- Preparation for public exhibition of this architecture to raise public and
institutional interest towards the value of these buildings as national
heritage worthy of attention, preservation and appropriate revival.
Contact was made with Professor Iain Jackson at the School of
Architecture in the University of Liverpool, who encouraged the project
and provided his advice.
A second visit to the UK was also made, within the multi entry visa
permission acquired in the first visit. This was during the period 2 - 18
February 2018. The aim was to acquire items that were stored off-site, and
could not be provided within the duration of first visit, specifically from
the library of the Institution of Civil Engineers and from the Wilson &
Mason Architects, as will be explained below.

1

. The Iraq Chapter of the international organization of the Documentation and Conservation of
buildings and sites of the Modern Movement was initiated in September 2016.

2. Activities taken during both visits:
The scholarship visit was marked by a full schedule of visits to the
libraries and viewing as much material as possible, the second visit
had particular targets, as mentioned above with more free time.
Activities during both visits are sorted below in two types:
2.1 - Main project activities:
These include visiting main libraries of relevance as advised by Dr.
Jackson. They are:
12345-

The British Library.
The National Archives.
The RIBA Library.
The Library at the Institution of Civil Engineers.
The archive of the architectural firm of Wilson & Mason
Architects.

A registered visitor card was required to be issued from the British
Library and the National Archives, to view and check rare material in
person. The process was made with the help of BISI's contacts at both
institutions: Daniel Lowe and Dr. Juliette Desplat respectively. Both cards
are valid until the year 2020.
A considerable amount of archival material has been viewed and
examined during these visits. Most of them were of the Colonial Office and
War Office correspondences in the early 19th century and later the Foreign
Office. Then selection of material of relevance to architecture and
buildings' undertakings was done. Some were photographed personally,
especially those of minor size, while others, such as large maps, were
ordered to be scanned by the library and provided as digital copies.
Ordering and scanning fees' payment were done with help of BISI
coordinator, Dr. Jennifer Griggs.
2.1.1- The outcome of these visits was:
- Collection of sets of rare maps of Basra and Baghdad, mostly of the
years 1919, 1936-1939. In addition to maps of other Iraqi cities like

Mosul, Kirkuk and Babylon of the year 1919. Most of these maps are
not published yet.
- Photographing correspondences concerning building undertakings
during the period of interest.
- Photographing the annual report of the Public Work Department in Iraq
of the years: 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927. This book was purchased and
located online then acquired in the second visit to the UK, at the library
of the ICE, as it was not available during the first visit.
- Acquisition of sets of digitized archival photographs of the colored
drawings of Wilson & Mason for their buildings in Iraq and the Middle
East, in addition to what have been published about these buildings in
British Architectural Journals of the early 20th century which show
these buildings in their original status.
Through emails exchanged with the Wilson & Mason architects,
some important items were mentioned to be preserved at the firm's
archive off-site. These archival boxes were arranged to be brought for
viewing in the office during the second visit to the UK. Unfortunately,
the boxes did not contain what was anticipated.
2.1.2 - Importance of the acquired material:
Although none of the original architectural drawings of colonial buildings
were found, except for the master plan of the (Al Il Beit University in
Baghdad) held by the National Archives, the material acquired is of
importance in several ways:
- The maps of Baghdad and Basra will help researchers, urban
planners and designers, to build comprehensive views of the growth
and development of the urban form and infrastructure of these cities
and reveal memorable spots of the city. All this basic information
will be of use in the academic teaching courses of urban planning
and design as well as for practitioners who are involved in planning
and development of both cities.
- On the other hand, these maps and other types of materials listed
above will help verifying the history of buildings and landmarks, and
write historiography of these buildings as part of the documentation
needed of all architectural heritage.

- It is also hoped that this experience will trigger other similar ideas
for archival material in Turkey and Germany, and perhaps other
places, which is of relevance to Iraq.
2.1.3 - Steps to be taken to activate the benefit from archival material:
The subject of the scholarship is attracting interest of individuals, and
requests to use this material are already raised. The deanery at the College
of Engineering at Al Nahrain University is suggesting all kinds of support
to show the importance of this subject.
- A symposium is to be held at the Department of Architecture in AlNahrain university (hopefully on the 18th of March) to speak about
this scholarship and the experience of dealing with archival material.
- A Catalogue book is on the process of being prepared for publishing
and to be distributed to all institutions (academic or not) to achieve
awareness of this material. This process includes classifying the
material, and working on the improvement of some photographs as
well as re-composing fragmented maps in total wholes, then to
illustrate everything with description and proper citation.
- A public exhibition is to be held for the master items acquired, such
as the: Arial photography of Baghdad1919, the water color drawings
of Wilson and Mason, and the old photos of the buildings as when
completed. This activity, as stated before, aims to attract people and
institutions involved in dealing with heritage architecture to support
claims for the preservation and revival of these buildings, and of the
landmarks and sites of the old cities.
- The exhibition might even include computer reconstructions' movies
of areas in old Baghdad.
2.2- Other activities during both visits:
The visits afforded great opportunities at the professional level. Being an
architect and a teacher of history of architecture, it is a main concern to visit
and experience urban places and architecture of cities. Cities Like London
which is rooted in the past and still vibrant and continuing its dialogue with
the present, are sources of knowledge, entertainment and inspiration to any
visitor. Several cultural events were attended as well as places and

monuments visited in available free time of the scholarship and the second
visit, as below:
- Attending two of the BISI events. The first was the lecture by Lamia
Gailani: The Story of a Museum, which was about the National Iraqi
Museum. The other was the film: Remembering Baghdad, which was
about the life of the Jews of Iraq in the 19th century. The receptions
after both events were a good opportunity to meet people interested and
involved in Iraqi past and present culture.
- Visiting the place of work for the Project of Qatar Digital Library at
the British Library with Dr. Mark Hobbs who is a member of the
project's team. Dr. Hobbs explained the work undertaken in this project
and the material that is to be available online.
- Visiting the British Museum, with Dr. Griggs. The Assyrian and
Egyptian halls were the main places visited. A return to the museum
was made on the second visit.
- A tour in London with the architect and urban planner Paul Fineberg.
This tour took a whole daytime, and was conducted professionally with
generous explanations from Mr. Feinberg about the growth of the city
and the transformations of its quarters and original aspects. Dr. Griggs
participated also in this tour.
- Visiting the V&A Museum.
- Visiting the Museum of London.(second visit)
- Visiting Sir John Soane's Museum - again with Paul Fineberg.
- Visiting the National Gallery.(second visit)
- Visits to Cambridge University Campus, and the University of
Sheffield / School of Art and Architecture were done, with the
company of Iraqi friends.
- Visiting the O2 plaza.(second visit)
- A nice opportunity was also achieved during the second visit. It is the
organizing for a talk at Coventry University, School of Architecture, "
the Architecture of Ancient Mesopotamia: Past Glory and Present
Inspirations". This lecture was done on the 9th of February, for the
undergraduate students, and then a discussion in the design studio of
the second year students was held. This visit to Coventry University
came in accordance with the cooperation of Al Nahrain University with

Coventry University at different academic levels, but would not have
been achieved without the multi entry visa granted in the first visit.
3. Meeting new People - introducing new scopes:
The scholarship was a great opportunity for meeting new people introduced
by Council members of BISI, who shared interest and more means and
ideas for support to culture and education in Iraq.
1. Joan Porter Maclver introduced architect and urban designer Paul
Fineberg Director of the practice " Design Research: Cities".
Considering his professional resume, it is hoped that he would give a
talk or more to our students in Al Nahrain University about issues in
architecture and urban design. Hopefully this will be arranged for April
or early May 2018.
2. Daniel Lowe, Curator of the Arabic collection at the British Library
has arranged for meeting with:
- Gwendoline Webber, Architecture Program Manager at the British
Council. Webber offered cooperation to support academic activities,
like workshops or lecture or any other form of activities that may be
joined with British academics or professionals.
- Eleanor Robson, Director of the Nahrein Network. Professor
Robson explained the project of the Nahrein Network, and scope of
ideas the network may support.
--------
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