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probably Balawat but not labelled as such. This
time he receives tribute from Ualtu(?) the
Azamaean. These newly-discovered gates are now
one of the prize exhibits in the Iraq Museum,
Baghdad.

The bands from all three pairs of gates were
probably made in the same sort of way, but only
those of Shalmaneser III have been subjected to a
careful examination. It seems that the first step was
to trace the outlines of the design on the surface of
the bronze with a graver. The metal was then
turned over and placed face down on a bed of
bitumen. Because of the thinness of the bronze
strips the traced outlines would have shown through
to the back, and the design could have been
embossed by hammering out the figures and motifs
from behind. While the bronze strips from the
recently discovered gates were being restored in the
British Museum the opportunity was taken to
analyse some of them by x-ray fluorescence. This
revealed a bronze with a tin content of around
10%. In two cases (out of four) at least 1% of zinc
had been added to the alloy.

Apart from Balawat, pieces of bronze gate
overlay have been found at all the major Assyrian
sites except Nineveh. At Nimrud, Layard found
three large fragments of bronze strips in Chamber I
of the North-West Palace. There are scenes
showing chariots and the king receiving officials
and tributaries. At Khorsabad both Place and
Loud found fragments of gate overlay, in the Adad
and Nabu temples respectively. Motifs include
ploughs, horses, bulls, a lion, a chariot, and
mythical and human figures. Small bits of
embossed bronze found in the throneroom of
Sargon’s Palace are also presumed to be from
ornamental gates. At Ashur fragments of bronze
overlay from a door were found in the Anu-Adad
Temple reconstructed by Shalmaneser III. The
strip is decorated with a frieze of figures flanked at
top and bottom by a design of eight-spoked wheels
or rosettes. Some pieces of bronze overlay and some
bronze nails, which Andrae thought must have
come from decorated gates, were also found in the
Tabira Gate. Further, news has recently reached
London that bronze gate-coverings have been
found by an Iraqi expedition at Tell Hadad (Sirara)
in the Hamrin. These were apparently set up in a
temple of Nergal built by Ashurbanipal.

We have, then, archaeological evidence for
wooden gates decorated with embossed bronze

strips at five Late Assyrian sites—Balawat, Khor-
sabad, Ashur, Nimrud and Tell Hadad—and
during the reigns of four rulers— Ashurnasirpal II,
Shalmaneser III, Sargon and Ashurbanipal. Such
gates were set up in palaces—at Balawat, Nimrud
and perhaps Khorsabad; in temples—at Balawat,
Ashur, Khorsabad and Tell Hadad; and perhaps in
gateways if we accept the evidence from Ashur.
Clearly it was a fairly standard practice in Late
Assyrian times to set up decorated gates of this sort,
and this impression is confirmed by the Assyrian
royal inscriptions. We first find reference to such
gates in the reign of Adad-Nirari I (1305-1274),
and sporadic references down to the reign of
Ashurnasirpal II. Thereafter they are more
common, with most of Ashurnasirpal’s successors
refering to metal bands on gates, usually of bronze
or copper but sometimes of more precious metal.
For example, Esarhaddon says that he decorated
the gates of the restored Temple of Esagila at
Babylon with bands of gold and silver.

It is of interest to note that a parallel tradition of
decorating wooden gates with metal overlay also
existed in Phoenicia. This is known to us from the
Biblical accounts of the building of Solomon’s
Temple, in which we are told that the doors were
overlaid with brass and gold, presumably by Hiram
of Tyre. In view of the antiquity of the practice in
Assyria, however, there is no reason to suppose that
it was derived from Phoenicia; if anything, the
Phoenician tradition may be derivative from the
Assyrian. Similarly there are no grounds for
believing, as some scholars seem to have done, that
the gates were executed by non-Assyrian craftsmen.
From the large body of Late Assyrian bronzework
which has survived and the wide range of forms it is
clear that Assyrian smiths were every bit as com-
petent as their contemporaries in producing cast
and hammered bronzework of a high quality.
Stylistically and iconographically the scenes on the
bands are typically Assyrian, and there is a
tradition of narrative art in Assyria going back at
least to the Middle Assyrian period.

At this point we must return to Budge’s claim
that the mound of Balawat was too small to have
boasted such important monuments as the gates. In
fact, Budge was quite mistaken about the size of the
site. A survey carried out in 1956-57 showed that
the town walls enclose an area of about 64 hectares,
which although small by comparison with Nineveh
and Nimrud (750 hectares and 360 hectares respec-
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tively) is nevertheless quite sizeable by provincial
standards. Further, David Oates has convincingly
demonstrated that Imgur-Enlil was a town of some
strategic importance: it must have been a stopping-
place on the Assyrian road from Nineveh which
crossed the Greater Zab at Tell Abu Sheetha and
went ultimately to Kirkuk (Arrapha). Why there
should have been a royal palace here is not quite
clear, but one possibility is that it was a country
residence not too far from Nimrud. Alternatively, it
may be that the town was of such religious import-
ance, perhaps because it housed the shrine of
Mamu, god of dreams, that the monarch felt it
necessary to have a seat there. One difficulty that
remains to be answered is why the gates here should
have survived in such good condition whereas at the
other Assyrian sites only traces of such gates were
found. It cannot be that Balawat was abandoned
before the end of the Assyrian period and thus
escaped the attentions of the marauding Medes and
Babylonians, for one of the tablets found here dates
to the reign of Sin-shar-ishkun, testifying to occu-
pation in the late 7th century. Also, traces of a
destruction were found here consistent with that
noted at the more important Assyrian sites. The
only explanation seems to be that the destruction of
Balawat was a half-hearted affair, with the
participants not bothering to rip the bronze bands

from the gates as they did elsewhere. Perhaps the
invaders had already vented most of their anger
and hatred on the Assyrian capitals, symbols of
many years of oppression and domination. After
the sack Balawat seems to have been abandoned,
and was apparently not reoccupied until the
Hellenistic period.
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Ain Sinu—Zagurae

By David Oates

In the autumn of 1957 the School made a brief
sounding at the Roman site of Ain Sinu, some
go km. west of Mosul and go km. east of Beled
Sinjar, Roman Singara (fig. 87). It lies on the upper
southern slopes of an outlying ridge of the Jebel
Sinjar—Jebel Ishkaft hill chain and has a com-
manding view of the plain to the south and east.
The pass of Gaulat between Jebel Sinjar and Jebel
Ishkaft, the easiest of only three widely separated
ways through the hills to the upper Khabur basin
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and Nisibin, is some 5 km. away to the north-west.
The caravan track to the pass from the main
crossing of the Tigris at Mosul runs behind the
ridge just north of the site, and the traditional road
from Mosul to Beled Sinjar passes directly through
it. It has a good water supply from perennial
springs, which were channelled in the Roman
period to their present outlets through under-
ground tunnels or ganat. Previous survey coupled
with the evidence of the Tabula Peutingeriana, a
compilation of Roman route books which seems to
have drawn considerably on grd century evidence,
pointed decisively to the identification of the site as
Zagurae.

The ruin-field extends for over a kilometre along
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the Mosul-Sinjar track, and on superficial evidence
many of the buildings appear to be medieval
though there may well be earlier occupation
beneath. We investigated two obviously important
structures at the western end, AS I and AS II on the
accompanying plan (fig. 88). AS I was a barracks
some 330 m. square, enclosed by a casemate wall
with four axial entrances and seven pairs of barrack
blocks, each with eleven interconnecting pairs of
large rooms—presumably living quarters—faced
across a wide open space by smaller chambers that
looked like store-rooms. By the standard conven-
tionally accepted in the western Roman Empire, at
eight men to a room of similar size, the barracks
could have housed upwards of 2000 men. Whether
they were cavalry or infantry we do not know,
though the wide spaces between the barrack blocks
might have been intended for tethering animals.
This was not, however, a legionary camp of the
standard type since there is no sign of a praetorium
or headquarters building. Two other similar,
though smaller, examples with barracks but no
headquarters are known from Poidebard’s air
reconnaissance in the upper Khabur basin, one
close to Tell Brak on the Wadi Jaghjagh, the other

| .

Fig. 88. Sketch plan of Roman buildings at Ain Sinu.

some 28 km. to the west at Tell Bati. The late Sir
Ian Richmond suggested to us that they might have
been training camps for recruits, either auxzlza or
legionaries of the three legions, I-III Parthicae,
which were raised largely to man Septimius Severus’
extension of the Roman frontier in Mesopotamia to
the Tigris. However that may be, AS I was hastily
built and perhaps at an inconvenient season—there
was little straw in the bricks—and to judge by the
paucity of occupation material, was used for a short
time and then simply abandoned. There was no
sign of violent destruction and we found only four
coins, one inside and the others in debris outside
the north wall. They were dated between A.p. 216
and 235, and all came from Mesopotamian mints,
Resaina, Edessa and Nisibis, the activity of which
reflected the need for small coinage among the
newly established garrisons. Those from Resaina
bore the vexillum and, under Caracalla, the
number of the Third Parthian Legion which had its
base there.

AS II was a castellum of a more familiar type,
approximately rectangular and measuring some
200 by 180 m. The outer wall was of rubble and
mortar faced with roughly dressed limestone blocks
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and there were probably four gates, again axially
placed. We dug the north gate with one of its two
guard chambers and found large fragments of a
baked-brick vault which had spanned the entrance,
and appeared to have been constructed by the
pitched-brick technique. Inside the gate was a
mud-brick building of four rooms, and to the south
of it a larger structure of which only five rooms
could be cleared because of an overlying medieval
ruin. The headquarters building probably lies
beneath the same debris, roughly in the middle of
the fort. In the excavated area, ¢. 40 by 15 m., the
contrast with AS I was very marked, for we found a
mass of pottery, a broken glass vessel and some
bronze and iron objects including spear or javelin
points, arrowheads, a sling bullet and armour
scales as well as a number of coins. The pottery
comprised glazed and painted wares, a particular
type of thin ribbed cooking ware and jars with
diamond-impressed decoration. The whole inven-
tory could well have come from Hatra, the capital
of an Arab kingdom in the Jazira to the south,
which had long served as an outlying fortress of the
Parthian Empire but briefly admitted a Roman
contingent after the Arsacid dynasty had been
overthrown by the Sasanians. The three Latin
inscriptions from Hatra, two of them recording the
presence of the Cohors IX Maurorum, can be dated
between A.p. 235 and 242.

Hatra fell to the Sasanians at the latest in the
mid-grd century, at or before the time when
Shapur I captured the Roman frontier city of Dura
Europos on the middle Euphrates where the dest-

ruction level has produced much comparable
pottery. The question that remains is the date of
the destruction of the castellum at Ain Sinu, and it
is significant that among the 25 grd century coins
we found in both buildings there was none of
Gordian III (A.D. 238-244) who mounted the last
major campaign in the Severan tradition, marked
once more by prolific issues from the provincial
mints. It seems most likely that the site was overrun
during the northern campaign of Ardashir I in the
summer of A.D. 237.

Ain Sinu remains the easternmost Roman site
that has been excavated, however briefly, and gave
us a vignette of history from the end of the 2nd
through the first 40 years of the grd century, when
Septimius Severus first extended, and his less
competent successors tried to maintain, Roman
control over northern Mesopotamia as far as the
Tigris. This policy unsheathed a dagger aimed at
the heart of Parthia and undoubtedly contributed
to the downfall of the Arsacid dynasty with whom
Rome had long maintained uneasy but essentially
stable relations.
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