
FORM OF BEQUEST 

I bequeath unto the Honorary Treasurer of the British School 

of Archaeology in h:aq (Gertrude Bell Memorial) the sum of 

.............. free of duty, to 
I 

towards carrying out the objects of the School. · 

be applied 

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION TO IRAQ, 

Ordinary Members of the School (including libraries, etc.) pay an 
annual subscription of one guinea or more. A man or woman may 
become a Life Member by a donation of£15. · 

Both Ordinary and Life MemberS are entitled to receive the 
Journal Iraq for an annual payment of ten shillings. 
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ORDER TO BANKERS FOR ANNUAL PAYMENT 

To (name and address of Bank) 

Please pay to Ottoman Bank, 20 Abchurch Lane, Lo;ndo'\, E.C-4, 
for the credjt of the British School of Archaeofogy in -Iraq; now 
and annuallY on 1st January until I cancel this order,. the. sum:of 
thirty-one shillings. ··················; 

' 
Signature 

Description (Mr. Mrs. etc.). 

Address . 

Date ................................. . 

i . ) ________ ."eel· . ·ci ·---
f Stamp 

····-···-···l ..... 

..................................................... 

' ' 

This form to be sent to the School at oo Wilton Street, London S. W. r 
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BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN IRAQ 
(Gertrude Bell Memorial) 

20 WILTON STREET, GROSVENOR PLACE, LONDON, S.W.I 

* 

REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

3rst MAY, 1953 

* 

THE TWENTIEm ANNUAL GENERAL .MEETING oF THE scHooL w~L 

BE HELD IN THE ROOMS OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES, BURLINGTON 

HousE (FAR LEFT CORNER OF QUADRANGLE), PICCADILLY, ON TUESDAY, 
1st DECEMBER, 1953, AT 5 p.m., TO HEAR PROFESSOR MALLOW AN; TO 

CONSIDER THE ACCOUNTS, THE BALANCE SHEET AND THE REPORTS- OF THE COUNCIL 

AND 'rHE AiJDITOR; TO ELECT ME~BERS OF THE COUNOJL; TO APPOINT AN AUDITOR j 

AND FOR ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY PROPERLY BE TRANSACTED, 

Tea will be served at 4:.30. 

AFFER. THE l4EETING THERE WILL BE A MJJ:ETING oF rHE coVNc:;IL. 
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 
PROFESSOR MALLOWAN completed his fifth successive season at 
Nimrud. His account of it was published in the Illustrated 
London News of August 8, 15 and 22, with photographs which 

·included the magnificent ivory head of a lady, discovered in 
1952, and cleaned and restored in the laboratories of the 
Iraq Museum. 

Excavations were continued in the 'Burnt Palace,' in which 
many ivories had been found. Most of the plan of the building 
has now been revealed. There is stratigraphic proof of five 
successive occupations of the site between the ninth and seventh 
centuries B.c. Associated with the earliest were many founda­
tion boxes, some containing sets of seven-winged devils-small 
clay figurines, deposited as protective charms. There is strong 
evidence that the building containing the ivories was occupied 
by King Sargon (722-705 B.c.). · 

In the north-west palace of Assur-nasir-pal II a well partly 
excavated by Layard a century ago was dug down to bedrock. 
In the sludge was discovered a document of the first importance, 
namely a pair of ivory boards, originally hinged, one of which, 
inscribed with the name of Sargon, recorded that the boards 
had been made for a text to be set up in his new palace at Dur 
Sharrukin (Khorsabad). With them were other sets of wooden 
diptychs and traces of Assyrian inscriptions on wax. This 
discovery proves that some of the ivories found at Calah were 
made for the new Assyrian capital, and- enables us to assign 
many of the best to Sargon's reign. 

Within the akropolis many other objects of historical and 
artistic importance were found. They included sets of ivory 
bulls, a polished limestone lion's head, alabaster vases, a seal 
impression of Shalmaneser III (859-824 B.c.), cylinder and 
stamp seals and jewellery. A private house near the ziggurrat 
contained the archives of a wealthy merchant who did business 
for nearly 40 years in the reign of Assur-bani-pal. This quarter 
of the city was sacked and burned down at the ~nd of his reign, 
c. 63o B.c. 

Extensive excavations were made for the first time in the 
outer town. About half a mile north of the ziggurrat was dis- · 
covered a palace of Ada.d-11irari III (810-782 B.c.), with walls 
brilliantly decorated with frescoes ; yet another set of ivories 
which could be dated to that king's reign ; and the royal bath­
room, its large water jars still leaning against the walls. 
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Our thanks are due to many institutions which gave most 
generous help to this successful work. Details are given on 
page 7. The Iraq Petroleum Company also provided 
machinery and equipment and took air photographs. 

The British Museum gave Mr. D.]. Wiseman, of the Depart­
ment of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, leave to join the 
Expedition to decipher the inscriptions. The School Fellow­
ships were held by Mr. R. W. Hamilton and Mr. ]. H. Reid, 
who shared the survey work and architectural drawing. 
Dr. Joan Lines, a research student at Cambridge University, 
supervised the recording of the pottery and helped in the field 
and in dealing with the small antiquities. Mr. P. Hulin, 
another research student, helped in every department. Miss 
Barbara Parker undertook the photography and continued 
her preparations for publishing .the Assyrian business texts 
discovered in r 952. Sir Allen and Lady Lane copied the 
Assyrian frescoes, and Mrs. Ernest Altounyan made water­
colours of Nimrud. Mrs. Mallowan assisted in photographing 
and repairing the antiquities. . 

Thanks are again due to Dr. N aji a! Asil, Director General 
of the Antiquities Department, for his unremitting "-!d to. the 
Expedition and the School, and for the help of hrs skilled 
collea(J"ues on innumerable occasions. Sayyid Izzet Din es 
Sand,;'q represented the Department, and in addition to his 
duties assisted in the survey. Dr. Faraj Basmachi completed 
the catalogue. 

Public interest in the work at Nimrud may be judged from 
the thousand visitors from Iraq and abroad who inspected it. 
Professor Mallowan gave a British Council lecture in Baghdad. 
Many distinguished Iraqis and the B:itish Ambassador ( o~r 
Vice-President) were present. Dr. NaJl a! Asil took the charr. 

I 954 will be devoted to preparing the definitive volume on 
the five expeditions to Nimrud. Mrs. Mallowan (Agatha 
Christie) has most generously given the copyright of her next 
book, A Pocket Full of Rye, to the School. The proceeds will be 
used for future excavations in Iraq and for producing a volume 
in a format worthy of the magnificent material discovered at 
Nimrud. 

The I 953 issues of Iraq are detailed on a separate sheet. 

On behalf of the Council, 
R. BROOKE-POPHAM. EDWARD KEELING. 

October, 1953· 
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BALANCE SHEET, 31St MAY, 1953 

LIABILITIES ASSETS 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

£ '· d. £ s. d. £ '· d. £ s. d. 
As at 31st December, 1947 ... 10,648 15 IO Investments at cost ... 10,6{8 15 10 

(Market value£9,403 6s. rd.) 
WORKING AND EXCAVATIONS FUNDS 

WORKING FUND "Payments in advance ... ... r6r to 9 
& at gtst May, 1952 ··· ... 6,726 6 5 Balances--
Excess of income over ex- on current account ... ... 2_,283 15 6 

penditure for the year ... 46 6 3 on deposit account ... . .. 2,250 0 0 
6,772 12 8 Cash in hand ... . .. g6 t8 8 

Sundry Creditors ... . .. 373 19 6 Cash on deposit with-
EXCAVATIONS FUND Post Office Savings Bank ... 3, 733 I 2 

O"l Balance as at grst May, 1952 2,560 2 7 London Trustee Savings Bank 18 0 6 
Add balance brought forward Income Tax recoverable 26 !8 8 ... 

from separate account ... 529 8 3 Investments at cost ... . .. 1,725 I-7 9 
g,o8g 10 10 (Marketvalue£t,6or ss. 7d.) 10,236 3 0 

D~o,884 18 to £2o,884 t8 IO 

(,d.) R. BROOKE-POPHAM, Chairman. H. 0. MANCE, Hon. Treasurer. 

I have,repared the Income and Expenditure Account and the Balance Sheet'set out above from the Books, Vouchers and 
Records o the School_ and I have received all the information and explanations I have required. In my opinion and to the 
best of my knowledge and belief the Income and Expenditure Account for the year to grst May, 1953, correctly shows the Excess 
of Income over Expenditure for that period and the Balance Sheet gives a true and fair view of the state of the School's affairs 
as at the same date. 

PROVINCIAL HouSE~ gB-106 CANNON STREET, Lo~oN, E.c.4 
15th October, 1953· 

(sd.) HAROLD LAKEMAN 
Chartered AccOuntant, Auditor. 
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f INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT Fo)<. YEAR ENDED 31ST MAY, 1953 
t WORKING FUND 
I To LoNDON EXPENDITURE £ s. d. £ s. d. By sub~criptions to School and 
t Journal ... ... ... go6 IS IO Journal ... ... ... 

£ '· d. 

_., 

Office ... ... ... 170 19 2 ,. Inc~metaxrecoveredunder 
!65 5 3 

., BAGHDAD ExPENDITURE 

Director's salary ... 
Secretary-Librarian's salary 
Office,Libraryandlnsurance 
Fellowships. .. 
Rent of house 
House expenses 
Travelling and car expenses 
Entertainment and sundries 

sao 0 
Boo o 
150 15 
Boo o 

0 ... 
0 

7 
0 

300 0 0 

517 12 
550 I 9 
120 16 IO 

, ALLOCATION TO ExCAVATIONS FuND 
BALANCE, being surplus of income over 

exp.mditure . . . .. . .. . .. . 

To miscellaneous expenses, London ... 
, travelling (Mr. Wiseman) 

light railway 
., guards 
, labOur and sundries 

balance, being excess of income over 
expenditure ;,." 

1,07 0 7 I 5 o cpvenants 10 6 3 

3.739 6 3 

I,ooo 0 0 

46 6 3 

£5,863 7 6 

, outside sales of Journal ... 
Inc~me received from Trus-

tees of British Museum .. . 
, Parliamentary grant .. . 

Dic~onary of Assyrian Botany 
refund ... . .. 

, interest and dividends :­
o* investments ... 
from P.O. Savings Bank 
,~ London Trustee Savings 
, Bank ... ... 

3%1 Defence Bonds Con­
version Premium 
' 

448 5 6 
91 I 0 

8 0 

7 0 0 

EXCAVATIONS FUi:-m 
£ s. d. 
II8 4 7 
190 16 o 
38 8 0 

122 18 0 

2,531 6 0 

529 8 3 

£3,531 0 10 

By Allo~ation from Working Fund 
, Donations:-

M~tropolitan Museum of Art 
Iqq Petroleum Co., Ltd. 
Ashmolean Museum (Griffith Institute) 

; , , (Dept. of Antiquities) 
Awtralian Institute of Archaeology 
Time-Life ... ... ... 

CiS'atl!~~~ngh.~~· ~~-seum_ -~nd ~~ 
Penguin Books Ltd. . .. 
J?Y-rham University .. . 
Cl%mbridge University .. . 
Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd. 
~- P. A. Reuter 
ET!fylopd.!dia Britannica 

' 

£ s. d. 

175 II 6 
285 15 6 

260 8 0 
, 4.soo 0 0 

94 18 0 

546 14 6 

£5,863 7 . 6 

£ s. d. 
t,ooo 0 0 

r.,o63 xB 
250 0 0 
250 0 0 
200 0 0 
200 0 0 
r6o 14 3 

125 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 

50 0 0 
25 0 0 

5 5 0 
3 6 

£3.531 0 10 


